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Pastor John H. Ninke 
Home Phone: (256)502-9831 
Cell Phone:    (706)662-1900 
Email: pastor.corhartselle@gmail.com 

721 Pickens Street SW 
Hartselle AL 35640 

(256) 773-2121 
Email: corhartselle@gmail.com 
Web site: www.corhartselle.org 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Christ-Our-Redemer-Lutheran-Church 
 

Office Hours for Pastor John   

Monday, Wednesday: 
Tuesday, Thursday:     
Other times:            

9:00 – 11:30 am 
3:00 - 4:30 pm 
By Appointment 

 
 

 

 

Our Mission 
 

“Redeemed by faith in Christ, this family of Christians is committed to sharing the 

Good News of Jesus through meaningful worship, loving fellowship and 

community service.” 

 

Welcome to Christ Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
 
 

Welcome to Christ Our Redeemer Lutheran Church.  We are pleased and excited that 
you have joined us today for worship. 
 
If you have any personal or pastoral needs, please contact Pastor John Ninke, here at 
Christ Our Redeemer or (256)502-9831 (home) or (706)662-1900 (cell).   
HOLY COMMUNION is a central part of our worship experience at Christ Our Redeemer.  
We share this Sacrament believing that the true body and blood of the Risen Christ is 
present in the bread and wine, and that when we receive communion we receive the 
forgiveness and salvation that has been won for us through Jesus Christ.  If you accept 
Jesusõ body and blood are present in the bread & wine, repent of your sins, and seek to 
amend your sinful lives with Godõs help, you are welcome and encouraged to receive the 
blessings God offers in this sacrament.  If you have not been instructed regarding Holy 
Communion or are unsure of your abili ty to confess the above, you should not feel 

obligated to come forward.  If you have questions, please speak with Pastor John.  
 
 
  

mailto:corhartselle@gmail.com
http://www.corhartselle.org/
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As We Gather 

The star that once led the Magi to the Christ Child is a type of the light that God has 
caused to shine so that all of us may know Christ Jesus as Savior and Redeemer. We 
would not have known Him except that the Lord made the light to shine in our darkness 
to reveal Jesus Christ to us and to lead our fearful hearts to faith. The star still shines 
through the light of God’s Word and leads us into the presence of Him whom the 
Father sent to be our Savior. The glory of God is His steadfast love and mercy, which 
He has revealed in Jesus Christ. In Him we have been bidden, and in Him we come. 
Like Luther put it in the explanation of the Creed, the faithful response is to serve, 
praise, thank, and obey the Lord whom God has sent. And by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, that is exactly what we have come to do today—worship Christ, the Lord of the 
world. 
 

367 Angels from the Realms of Glory  

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain  
 

Invocation  

P  In the name of the Father and of the T  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C  Amen. 
 

Opening Sentences  Based on Psalm 117:2; Isaiah 60:3 

P  Great is the steadfast love of the Lord toward us, 
C  and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever. 
P  Nations will come to His light, 
C  and kings to the brightness of His rising. 
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Confession and Absolution  

P  Let us confess our sins to God our Father. 
C  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 
in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

  

P  According to God’s eternal purpose, the Lord Jesus Christ was incarnate of the 
Virgin Mary to suffer and die for you and to bring you into communion with the 
Father by the power of the Holy Spirit. In Christ, the mystery long hidden has been 
revealed for all to know that we might be brought to faith and life in Him. In the 
name of Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
 

650 Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling  

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain  
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Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 60:1 ð6 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
 and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, 
 and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the LORD will arise upon you, 
 and his glory will be seen upon you. 
And nations shall come to your light, 
 and kings to the brightness of your rising. 
Lift up your eyes all around, and see; 
 they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from afar, 
 and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 
Then you shall see and be radiant; 
 your heart shall thrill and exult, 
because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, 
 the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
 the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
 all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
 and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD. 

  

L  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
  

Epistle: Ephesians 3:1 ð12 

 For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— 
assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me 
for you, how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have written 
briefly. When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 
which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been 
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. This mystery is that the 
Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in 
Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
 Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which was 
given me by the working of his power. To me, though I am the very least of all the 
saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 
Christ, and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages 
in God who created all things, so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God 
might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This 
was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, in 
whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him. 
  

L  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
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Musical Meditation 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 2:1 ð12 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 
C  Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has 
been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to 
worship him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with 
him; and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them 
where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is 
written by the prophet: 

“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
 who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time 
the star had appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 
diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may 
come and worship him.” After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, 
the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the 
place where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with 
great joy. And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they 
fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold 
and frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they 
departed to their own country by another way. 
  

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise to You, O Christ. 
  

397 As with Gladness Men of Old  

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain  
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Sermon - Isaiah 60:1 -6 - The Light  

 
397 As with Gladness Men of Old  

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain  

 
Apostlesõ Creed 

C  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T  everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church  

P  Bidden by the Spirit, let us approach the throne of light on behalf of all who sit in 
darkness and the shadow of death and that the people of God may walk in the 
light. 
 
O blessed Lord, we give You thanks that the mystery once hidden has now been 
revealed and Jesus Christ is come for all people. Grant us boldness so that we 
may proclaim with confidence this saving Gospel and prepare the hearts of those 
who hear so that they may believe in Jesus Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 
  
P  Mighty Lord, to You all nations are accountable and all who lead them. Give to us 

and to all peoples good government and faithful leaders who will heed Your Word 
and do Your bidding. Bless all servicemen and servicewomen who protect us near 
and far and bless all civil servants who serve us for the common good. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 
  
P  Blessed Savior, You have made Your Church to be the home of all people and bid 

us welcome the stranger in Your name. Bless our life together around Your Word 
and Table and bless those who serve us with this ministry on Your behalf. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 
  
P  Gracious Savior, You shine upon us with the light of forgiveness and life. Lead us 

so that we may forgive one another as You have forgiven us and help us to walk in 
the way of life here on earth until we dwell in Your nearer presence on high. Lord, 
in Your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 
  
P  Loving God, Your Son came to claim all our ills and to grant us healing, comfort, 

and peace sufficient for all our needs. We cry to You on behalf of [names . . . and] 
those we name before You in our hearts, that their suffering be relieved, their 
sorrows find comfort, and their hearts know the fullness of Your peace. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 
  
P  O Lord of mercy, You have daily fed us with all that we need for this body and life, 

and now You bid us come to feast upon the flesh and blood of Your Son. Grant us 
faith, a discerning heart, and repentance that we receive without hindrance all 
Your gifts in this blest communion. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 
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P  Holy Lord, You have set us apart as Your own people by Baptism and granted us 
faith to walk in Your ways. Keep us faithful so that we persevere in time of trial and 
temptation and remain in Christ until that day dawns when we shall be reunited 
with those who have gone before and dwell with You in the life death cannot 
overcome. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 
  
P  Grant to us all things needful and keep from us all things harmful, O Lord, for we 

trust in Your goodness and in Your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C  Amen. 
  
 

Offering  

 
956 Create in Me  

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain  

 
Preface  

P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
  
P  Lift up your hearts. 
C  We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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Sanctus 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  

P  Blessed are You, O Lord, our God, for in Your goodness You have made all things 
and by Your mercy You have redeemed Your fallen creation with the obedient life 
and life-giving death of Your Son, Jesus Christ. He is the revelation of Your saving 
will, and in Him all the world rejoices to know Your mercy. Equip us with the grace 
of Your Holy Spirit that we meet Him who sets His Table among us and gives 
Himself to us in this blest Communion. For He is the very Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world and in whom we are fed the bread of life and the cup of 
salvation. 

C  Amen. 
  
 

The Words of Our Lord  

 
Proclamation of Christ  1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20 

P  As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 
He comes. 

C  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
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Lord's Prayer  

C  Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Pax Domini  

P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 
 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 
 

Distribution Video - Chris Tomlin - Emmanuel (Hallowed Manger Ground) 
 

Post-Communion Thanksgiving  

C  In Your light, O Lord, do we see light. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we see 
clearly Jesus Christ and trust in Him only. Bring us with those of every 
generation and tongue to make our common confession of faith and to walk 
together as children of the light. Bless us with the many gifts of Your grace 
that we walk in Christ, who is our light and our life; through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. 

C  Amen. 
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Benediction 
P  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T  give you peace. 

C  Amen. 
 

411 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110019735  

 
Dismissal 

P  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God! 
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 Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2018 
Concordia Publishing House. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy 
Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing 
ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

January 20th - M&M 

 

CHRIST OUR REDEEMER AT A GLANCE 
TODAY 9:15 a.m. Bible Study –Things they didn’t tell in SS 
 10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship w/Holy Communion 
TUESDAY 7:00 p.m. Council meeting 
NEXT SUNDAY 9:15 a.m. Bible Study –Things they didn’t tell in SS 
 10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship w/Holy Communion 

 

 
SERVING IN OUR WORSHIP TODAY 

Worship Leader  John Ninke 
Elder  Mike Williams 
Reader  Kristi Kaup 
Ushers  Bob Hasse 
Pianist  Laurie Ninke 

 

SERVING IN OUR WORSHIP NEXT WEEK 
Worship Leader  John Ninke 
Elder  Bo Parris 
Reader  Ellis Wayand 
Ushers  Chonita Walker 
Pianist  Laurie Ninke 
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CHRIST OUR REDEEMER BUILDING USAGE 
MONDAY 4:30 a.m. Chic Fit Bootcamp 
 8:00 a.m. Yoga 
 9:30 a.m. Flex and Stretch 
 5:00 p.m. Pilates Fusion 
TUESDAY 6:00 p.m. Chic Fit Bootcamp 
WEDNESDAY 8:00 a.m. Pilates Fusion 
 9:30 a.m. Flex and Stretch  
THURSDAY 5:00 p.m. Pilates  

 

 
CHRIST OUR REDEEMER’S CHRISTIAN EDUCATION! 

ELEMENTARY CLASS:  For ages 3 years to 5th grade.  This combined class will use a new 
curriculum that includes games and fun activities centered on the scriptures.  Class meets in the 
Children’s Sunday School room.ADULT BIBLE STUDY CLASS:  For all adults, led by Pastor 
John. Classes begin at 9:15. Come join us and be refreshed by God's Word! 
 
As of Date Budget 

Income 
Adopt-A-Bill Joyful 

Noise 
Total Weekly Budget Needs 

23 December $1,441 $111  $1,552  

30 December $1,605 $202  $1,805  

Chancel 
renovation 

   $1,000 $2,000 Goal 

 Month to Date Income    Monthly Budget Needs 

December $9,177 $680.65  $9,855.65  
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January Birthdays 

1 Firpo, Donna 

1 McElfresh, JoyAnna 

8 Pruett, Sheerah 

12 Walker, Nathan 

13 Kaup, Doug 

14 Taylor, Cheryl  

23 Hasse, Michael 

28 Jessup, Thomas 

29 Kaup, MacKenna 

31 Varga, Fairalee   



16 

 

Christ Our Redeemer Prayer Concerns 
For those with special needs: *Richard Payne; *Phillip Waltrip; Hislop family; Brockington family; 
Caroline Ward; Jonathan & Anna Pund; Christian; Jeremy Barrows; Destiny Paul;  Alex Paulsen; Leonard; 
Stephen Varga; Family and friends of Marv Kaup; Bobby Head; Isabella Jessup; Harry & Michael Downer; 
Melanie Yoder; Linda Ruland; Graig Leuhrs; Carol Herren; David Smith; Kristie Durand; Baby Jackson;  
Joel Booth; Janice Booth; Jeanett Cagle; Paula Diane; Jimmy Harbin; Iva Johnson; Scharlyce Butler; 
Linda Sanford; Family & Friends of Pat King; Abigail Wilson; Cindy Wren; Tim & Myunghee; Allen Tim; 
Heather; Erin; Chris Pewitt & Family; Richard Payne; Michael Short; Nikola Karovic; Marie and Ted Ratliff; 
Bill Weimerslag;  Family & Friends of James Huffstutler; Scott Wiley; June Barnes and Family; Frank and 
Nancy Hayes; Phyllis Brown; Nicole, & Nicholas Varga; Cheryl Taylor; Teresa Smith; Anna Beth 
Whitehorn; Taylor Ledbetter; Susan Minor;  Donna Firpo; Margaret Stallings, Marta Williams; Teresa 
Evans; David Sandlin; Pam Yates; Linda Christian; Allison Firpo;  Brian Villanueva; Robert Turney; 
Remington; Gary & Margaret Johney; Donna Bessken; Family & Friends of Bennie and Fay Moore; 
Melinda Grimm; Jane Wilcox; James Popdan; Joy McElfresh; Ben & Ivy Mills; Marilyn Ballentine; Chase 
Smith; Rita Williams; Michael Smith; Cathy Freytag; Rachel Landers; Shirley Teal; Caroline & Eddie 
Brummitte; Ida Mansanga; Darlene Randal; John & Martha Nelson; Linda Bell Nelson; Kasey Walker; 
Helen Gurley; Family of Carmine Johnson; Family of Reagan Gargis; Roger Martinez; Summer Cook; 
Michael Sheffield; Lisa Brooks; Charles Stokes; Ethan LyBrand; KLR; Chonita’s parents; Bill; Joe Steele; 
Cidney Hays; Ben Smith; Dee Steele; Ashley Devers; Jeff Tanner; Laura Reese; Josh Carner; JoAnn 
Donald; Sandra Wolf; Cassandra Russell; Jake Wayand & Family; Owens Family;  Grubbs family; Kim 
Hutcheson & Family; Brenda; Carrie Hill; Twilla Yandall; Kaye Hartley; Cheryl Johney; Brandy Lewter; 
Scott Underwood; Benny Childress; Brenda Lee; Beverly Thatcher; Jarret Wolff; Mr. McKelvey; Katey 
Siqueira; Brenda Folette; Sandy Leftwich and family; Tony Fetner; Morgen Jensen; Guerin Scherpf; 
James Clark; Hunter Lanford; Walter Childers; Suzette Wyatt; Jack Speegle & family; Rita Kincaid; 
Beverly Fortenberry; George Truitt. Write name in the “Remove from prayer list” section of the bulletin 
board to remove a name from the prayer list. An asterisk * indicates new additions. 
 
Our church families this month: Tammie & Morgen Jensen; Doug, Kristi, MacKenna Kaup; Pat Kaup. 
 
Our church members who are shut in: Ben Mills; Daisy Kube, Joy McElfresh. 
 
For those in Mission Work: Brian, Terri, Amy and Caleb Firpo; Scott, Tara, Grayson, Ella and Will Henry 
Slate.   
 
For those who serve: We especially remember members and friends of Christ Our Redeemer who serve 
on active duty in our nation’s armed forces and as civilian contractors: Cameron Cunningham; Jonathan 

Evans; Steve Adams; Tim Beach; Dominic Chiaverotti; Zack Kube; Robert Kurz; James Lewis; Scott 

Martin; Zachary Roberts; Scott Vanholveln; Corey Blankenship; and Jesse Ward. 

 

INSTRUCTIONS TO WRITE ESTHER ON-LINE 
 

https://www.compassion.com - Login: ChristOurRedeemer - Password: 721Pickens 

 
Go to My Account - Then click My Sponsorships 

Write your note 

 

 

https://www.compassion.com/

